Let us lay aside our studies: it is pleasant to be silly;

and let us sample all the delights of tender youth. It is

proper for old age to concentrate on serious matters.
Life passes swiftly away when absorbed in study:
tender youth is a time to be merry.

The spring of life is slipping away, our winter is drawing

near. Life is suffering losses, care is wearing out the

flesh. The blood is drying up, the heart is becoming
sluggish, our pleasures are diminishing. Old age with its
train of ills is already terrifying us.
Life passes swiftly away when absorbed in stgdy:
tender youth is a time to be merry.

Let us imitate the gods: that is a wise plan to follow.

Leisure pursues those who are young in loving. Let us

humour our desires: that is the custom of the young.

Let us go down to the streets and the maiden's dances.
Life passes swiftly away when absorbed in study:
tender youth is a time to be merry.

There is plenty to see there and seeing is easy. There

gleams the nimble wantonness of limbs, while the girls

make wanton gestures as they move. I stand gazing, and
they steal me from myself as I gaze.
Life passes swiftly away when absorbed in study:
tender youth is a time to be merry.

Carmina Burana
(late thirteenth century)
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