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THE EXORCISM

WALTER ROSS



INSTRUMENTATION

4 Trumpets in Bb

4 French Horns in F
4 Trombones

2 Baritones

2 Tubas

Timpani (4) and Claves

Percussion 1 (Bass Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Tam-tam,
Anvil, 2 Wood Blocks, and Vibraphone)

Percussion 2 (Snare Drum, 2 Tom-toms, Claves, Tam-
tam, Suspended Cymbal, 3 Temple Blocks,
and Orchestral Bells)

Percussion 1 and 2 may share the same Tam-tam and the
Suspended Cymbal.



THE EXORCISM

Adapted from Rimbaud's A Night in Hell

lNTRO [ I have swallowed a gulp of poison!

" | Three times be blessed the thought I had.

’My throat is burning. The violence of the venom twists my limbs;
deforms me; throws me down.

I'm dying of thirst; I'm choking. I can't cry out.

It's Hell, the eternal pain,

See how the fire comes up? I'm burning as I must.

Come on, Demon!
=

4
I just caught a glimpse of the conversion to good and to well-being, salvation.

Can I describe the vision?
It was millions of charming creatures, a sweet spiritual harmony, power and peace,
noble ambitions and who knows what else? Noble ambitions. . . .

And I'm still alive. Suppose damnation is eternal?

I believe that I'm in Hell and therefore I am.

It is the fulfilment of the catechism. I am slave to my own baptism.

Parents, you have caused my misfortune and you have caused your own. . . poor innocent.
~Hell cannot touch pagans!

’I'm alive, still.

Later the delights of damnation will be more profound.

A crime, quickly, that I may fall into the void by order of human law.
Enough! Enough of the errors which they fed me, magics, false pe perfumes,
childish tunes, and to say that I have the truth that I see justice

I have a sane and fixed judgement. I am ready for perfection.

Pride!

N

- 'Have pity Lord. I'm afraid; I'm afraid. I'm thirsty, so thirsty.

Oh, childhood, grass, rain, the lake on the stones, the moonlight when the
steeple struck twelve., The devil is in the steeple at that hour.

= | Mary Holy Virgin. I abhore my stupidity.

Ah! There, the clock of life has just stopped. I am no longer in the world.
Theology is now serious. Hell is certainly down there and Heaven up above.
Ecstacy, nightmare, sleep in the nest of flames. Decidedly I am out of the world.
My sense of touch is gone.

Oh: My chateau, my Saxony, my wood of willows, evenings, mornings, nights, days.
I should have a Hell for my anger, a Hell for my pride, and a Hell for laziness,
\A concert of Hells.

~

"This is the tomb. I'm going to the worms, horror of horrors.

Satan, joker, you want to decompose me.

_ | I entreat you. I entreat you, a stab of a pitchfork a drop of flame.

Oh, to return to life to throw my eyes on our deformities!
And this poison, this kiss damned a thousand times.

My weakness, the cruelty of the world.

God have pity, hide me!

I can't hold on.

I'm hidden and I'm not hidden!

\It's the fire which comes up with its damned!
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